IMMANUEL EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH, BARTLETT, IL
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SEPTEMBER 10 2023 - 9:30 AM

Church
AS WE GATHER

St. Matthew’s Gospel is the only one to use the word “church”-- and then
only twice, one of which is in today’s reading. That word does not appear in
Mark, Luke or John even though it is commonly used in other New
Testament writings. Today we are going to “talk church” because that's not
just what we belong to-- it's also who we are!
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* Congregation standing as able.

Welcome and Announcements

*Opening Hymn - Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee LSB 803

1 Joyful, joyful we adore Thee,
God of glory, Lord of love!
Hearts unfold like flow'rs before Thee,
Praising Thee, their sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
Drive the gloom of doubt away.
Giver of immortal gladness,
Fill us with the light of day.



All Thy works with joy surround Thee,
Earth and heav'n reflect Thy rays,

Stars and angels sing around Thee,
Center of unbroken praise.

Field and forest, vale and mountain,
Flow'ry meadow, flashing sea,

Chanting bird, and flowing fountain
Call us to rejoice in Thee.

Thou art giving and forgiving,
Ever blessing, ever blest,
Wellspring of the joy of living,
Ocean-depth of happy rest!
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
Fountainhead of love divine:
Joyful, we Thy heav'n inherit!
Joyful, we by grace are Thine!

Public domain

*Invocation

*Exhortation

in us.

LSB 151

[P) In the name of the Father and of the I+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

LSB 151

[P) If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will

forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.



*Confession of Sins LSB 151

[P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways
to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

*Declaration of Grace LSB 151

P] In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe
in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God
and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has
begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

*Kyrie (Sung) LSB 152

P In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

[P) For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



[P} For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church
of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

[P} For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and
praise let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

[P) Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

*Hymn of Praise - Gloria in Excelsis (Sung) LSB 154

[P) Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father:
We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your

glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God,
Lamb of God:

You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our
prayer.

For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord,
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy
Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

*Salutation and Collect of the Day (Spoken)

P} The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P] Let us pray.



O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble
servants, Your holy inspiration, that we may set our minds on the
things that are right and, by Your merciful guiding, accomplish them;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 33:7-9

"So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of Israel.
Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning
from me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, and
you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked
person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand.
9But if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn
from his way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have
delivered your soul.

[A) This is the Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

Psalm Psalm 32:1-7

(P] Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.

Blessed is the man against whom the LORD counts no
iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.

[P} For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long.

For day and night your hand was heavy upon me;
my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.

5



P) I acknowledged my sin to you,
and I did not cover my iniquity;

I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,”
and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P) Therefore let everyone who is godly

offer prayer to you at a time when you may be found;
surely in the rush of great waters,

they shall not reach him.

P) You are a hiding place for me;
you preserve me from trouble;
you surround me with shouts of deliverance.

[P] Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Epistle Romans 13:1-10

lLet every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is
no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted
by God. “Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has
appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a
terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one
who is in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his
approval, “for he is God's servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be
afraid, for he does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of
God, an avenger who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer.
*Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God's wrath but
also for the sake of conscience. ®For the same reason you also pay taxes,
for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very thing. ’Pay
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to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to
whom revenue is owed, respect to whom respect is owed, honor to
whom honor is owed.

80we no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves
another has fulfilled the law. °The commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,”
and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.” *°Love does no wrong to a neighbor;
therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*Alleluia and Verse (Sung) LSB 156

Alleluia.
Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia, alleluia.

*Holy Gospel (Responses Sung) Matthew 18:1-20

[P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter.
Glory to You, O Lord.

LAt that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the greatest in
the kingdom of heaven?” ?And calling to him a child, he put him in the
midst of them 3and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and become
like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. *Whoever
humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.

>"Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, ®but
whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would
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be better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and
to be drowned in the depth of the sea.

""Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that
temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes!
8And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it
away. It is better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two
hands or two feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. °And if your eye
causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. It is better for you to
enter life with one eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of
fire.

10“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that
in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in heaven.
12\What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep and one of them has
gone astray, does he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go
in search of the one that went astray? *And if he finds it, truly, I say to
you, he rejoices over it more than over the ninety-nine that never went
astray. 1So it is not the will of my Father who is in heaven that one of
these little ones should perish.

15'If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between
you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother.
18But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that
every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three
witnesses. YIf he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he
refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a
tax collector. 8Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven. PAgain I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything
they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in heaven. °For where two
or three are gathered in my name, there am I among them.”



[P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to You, O Christ.

Hymn of the Day -Glorious Things of You Are Spoken

1 Glorious things of you are spoken,
Zion, city of our God;
He whose word cannot be broken
Formed you for His own abode.
On the Rock of Ages founded,
What can shake your sure repose?
With salvation’s walls surrounded,
You may smile at all your foes.

2 See, the streams of living waters,
Springing from eternal love,

Well supply your sons and daughters

And all fear of want remove.
Who can faint while such a river
Ever will their thirst assuage?

Grace, which like the Lord, the giver,

Never fails from age to age.

Text: John Newton, 1725-1807, alt.
Text: Public domain

Sermon

*Apostles' Creed

3

LSB 648

Round each habitation hov'ring,
See the cloud and fire appear

For a glory and a cov'ring,
Showing that the Lord is near.
Thus deriving from their banner
Light by night and shade by day,
Safe they feed upon the manna
Which God gives them on their way.

Savior, since of Zion's city

I through grace a member am,
Let the world deride or pity,

I will glory in Your name.

Fading are the world's vain
pleasures,

All their boasted pomp and show;
Solid joys and lasting treasures
None but Zion's children know.

LSB 159

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.



And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life - everlasting. Amen.

*Prayer of the Church
P Let us pray.

(After each petition)
P} Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

(At the conclusion)
(P] ...one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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Hymn -Blest Be the Tie That Binds LSB 649

1  Blest be the tie that binds 4 When here our pathways part,
Our hearts in Christian love; We suffer bitter pain;
The fellowship of kindred minds Yet, one in Christ and one in heart,
Is like to that above. We hope to meet again.

2  Before our Father's throne 5 From sorrow, toil, and pain,
We pour our ardent prayers; And sin we shall be free
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, And perfect love and friendship reign
Our comforts and our cares. Through all eternity.

Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.
Text: Public domain

3 We share our mutual woes,
Our mutual burdens bear,
And often for each other flows
The sympathizing tear.

*Collect for the Church

P] Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the
wisdom that comes down from above, that Your Word may not be
bound but have free course and be preached to the joy and
edifying of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast faith we may
serve You and, in the confession of Your name, abide unto the
end; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

*Lord's Prayer LSB 162
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*Benediction (Sung) LSB 166
[P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and *I+ give you peace.

Amen.
*Closing Hymn - I Love Your Kingdom, Lord LSB 651
1 Ilove Your kingdom, Lord, 4 For them my tears shall fall;
The place of Your abode, For them my prayers ascend;
The Church our blest Redeemer saved For them my cares and toils be giv'n
With His own precious blood. Till toils and cares shall end.
2 Beyond my highest joy 5 Sure as Your truth shall last,
I prize its heav'nly ways, To Zion shall be giv'n
Its sweet communion, solemn vows,  The brightest glories earth can yield
Its hymns of love and praise. And brighter bliss of heav'n.

3 Ilove Your Church, O God,
Your saints in ev'ry land,
Dear as the apple of Your eye
And graven on Your hand.

Public domain

OFFERING PLATES are in the back pews by the aisles. THANK YOU!
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